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Introduction

This is an exciting opportunity for someone
who is seeking a new challenge. Not only will
the person appointed be Priest-in-Charge of
Christ Church, Consett, they will also become
Team Rector of the newly formed Derwent
Valley Team Ministry as this emerges this
year.

Lanchester Deanery decided that the western
part of the deanery should be formed into a
team, centred on the town of Consett. The
new team will comprise the Team Rector plus
two Team Vicars, and the pastoral scheme
allows flexibility in the assignment of
responsibilities within the team. So, clergy
could be given a geographical area and
particular churches to care for, or
responsibilities could be allocated according
to the skill set of the clergy appointed and the
local community needs, or it could be a
combination of the two. This will allow the
roles to be moulded by the new Team rather
than the roles being predetermined. The new
pastoral scheme will come into force during
2026.

A former steel-making town, Consett sits
above the Derwent Valley near to the
boundary between County Durham and
Northumberland. At 900ft above sea-level, it is
one of the highest towns in England. This
makes Consett typically 2 °C colder than
nearby cities such as Durham and Newcastle,
and more prone to frost, ice and snow in the
winter months. Since the closure of the
steelworks in 1980, the town has gone
through a period of regeneration with Project
Genesis, and a number of new housing
estates have sprung up around the area.

As a town centre church, we are at the
heart of the community. Our congregation is
welcoming and hospitable, and we love to
host community events such as the annual
Remembrance Sunday service and parade,
and to welcome members of the wider
community into the church for special
events such as our very popular Christmas
Tree Festival.

Our church buildings present some
challenges, but we are committed to
maintaining and developing them for use by
the wider community as well as our own
church members.

We follow a prayerful and traditional
Anglican worship pattern, but do embrace
more contemporary forms of worship on
occasion. Our vision for the future with a
new incumbent at the helm, is to grow the
church both in numbers and in faith and to
attract a more diverse age-range to join in
the life of our church.
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Worship

Around 45 people normally attend the Sunday
services, and up to 30 on a Wednesday.
Refreshments are served after both services.
We are delighted that congregation numbers
have remained steady during the vacancy,
and we have also welcomed some new
people to our services during this time.

We have wide lay involvement in our worship,
with a rota of people who read the lesson and
do intercessions and also serve at
Communion. Three of our members
completed the Deanery “Wings for Worship”
course and, as well as doing Morning Prayer
services, can offer Communion by Extension.
These lay-led services have been very well
received by the congregation. Messy Church
takes place on the second Sunday of the
month at 3 pm.

Sunday 9.45am  Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion

About Our Church

We hold the Annual Remembrance Day Service
at our church which is very well attended by the
British Legion, uniformed organisations, local
councillors and others. The parade to the town’s
War Memorial starts from outside the church. We
also have a small memorial at the side of the
church and a service is held there every year to
launch the British Legion’s Poppy Appeal.

Our Christmas Eve Christingle Service is very
well supported by the local community, and for
the past two years has been entirely lay-led.

Music is central to our worship and we have a
small, but dedicated, choir and an excellent
organist and choirmaster.

We appreciate and value the ways we currently
worship but would be open to exploring new ways
of worshipping as part of our desire to engage
with people of all ages.

Prayer ministry is offered every Sunday at the
end of the service. Those offering this ministry are
experienced in praying for the needs of others
and offer a confidential service.
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Mission, Discipleship, and
Community

Being a town centre church, we take every
opportunity to engage with the local
community. Our monthly Coffee Mornings are
very popular with people who do not usually
come to church. After our Wednesday service
we have “Cuppa and Chat” in the church hall,
which is open to anyone to attend.

Meeting every two weeks, the For the Journey
Group is a Bible study/discussion group open
to anyone who wishes to join including church
members and members of the community.
Those attending seek to learn more about
God and faith and to explore how these
impact our lives and the lives of others in the
world today.

For many years the local Air Cadet Squadron
has come to the church to celebrate Air Cadet
Sunday. Cadets are aged from 12 to 19, and
always enjoy their visit to Christ Church.

Local school groups like to visit the church..
We are always delighted to welcome schools
into church, and in the past we have held
school Carol Services and Harvest Festival
Services. Engaging with schools is something
we wish to develop further as we seek to
people of all ages come to worship God.

Our popular Messy Church is held monthly in the
Church and the Church Hall. It is lay-led and is run
by a dedicated team of volunteers. Following a
short service in church, food is offered to children
and grown-ups alike. Around 30 children attend,
together with parents and carers.

We run a thriving babies and toddler group on
Monday afternoons. It is a fun, relaxed place
where children can play, interact with each other,
and sing some songs together. Snack time is
particularly popular and the Christmas party is a
highlight in the calendar.




For the last four years we have held a very
successful Christmas Tree Festival in
church, which is run by a team of
enthusiastic volunteers. Showcasing over
50 trees replete with lighting and an
immersive audio backdrop, the festival
invites the whole community in for a time of
wonder, light and joy.

The programme for 2025 included
performances from local choirs, a Santa
biker gang, a prayer space, and much more.
The cast of the pantomime came to judge
the Christmas trees and the festival ended
with a lively Community Carol Service

The festival is hugely popular, with visitors
over the four days the festival runs in
excess of 2000 people visited the church
during the four days of the festival, including
some separate visits from schools, care
homes and a day centre.

We hold monthly lay-led services in four of
our local Care Homes. At Christmas, we
held special services in two of them
(Brockwell Court and Greenways Court)
with readings and carols. Members of our
congregation attended both services. Home
communions are also offered.

There has been a Mothers’ Union branch at
Christ Church for 127 years. Currently there are
44 members and meetings take place on the first
Wednesday of the month. Non-members are
welcomed and encouraged to attend to enjoy the
friendship and fellowship on offer. Among other
great charitable work, the Union supplies the
University Hospital of Durham with emergency
toiletry bags (510 were given last year) as well as
supporting the Woman’s Refuge and women in
Low Newton Prison with toiletries etc.

The congregation is very generous in its support
for our local foodbank, Food-4-U. Donations are
collected in church throughout the year. We also
donate goods and money given at our Harvest
Festival Service and on other occasions. The
Christmas Tree Festival was able to donate
£1,600 to Food-4-U in 2024. We also support the
Children’s Society, Christian Aid, and the Royal
British Legion. The launch of the Poppy Appeal in
Consett takes place at our church each year.

We have strong links with our ecumenical friends
in the parish. On Good Friday Consett Churches
Together come together for a joint open-air
service of witness. The Salvation Army band
plays and members of each of the churches do
readings and participate in the service. At
Christmas, we all come together for a Carolcade
around the town, stopping at each of the
churches along the way to sing carols and
finishing with hot drinks and mince pies at the
final stop
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About Our Buildings

The Church

Consecrated in 1866, Christ Church is a
beautiful, grade Il listed, stone building.

It is important to us that the church is a warm
and welcoming environment, and when our
current heating system was installed we took
the opportunity to open up an area at the back
of the church by removing some of the pews
and creating a relaxing space where we can
serve coffee after services and which we also
use for meetings. At the same time, we
created a platform across the width of the
church, which is a great space to use for a
variety of events.

We are facing some challenges with the
building. There are major repairs needed to
the church tower, in addition to other issues
raised during the last building inspection. With
these repairs, we hope the church continues
to be at the heart of the community for many
generations to come.

§
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The Church Hall

We are fortunate to have a church hall which
is adjacent to the church. The hall has a
kitchen, central heating and a disabled
toilet/baby changing area. There is disabled
access to both the church and the hall. We
have recently had some work done on the
hall, including plastering, pointing and
repainting most of the interior.

The hall is hired out to community groups
including the Brownies, Little Movers (classes
for babies and young children), and a School
Crochet Club. It is also used for our own
activities such as our Baby and Toddler
Group, Mothers’ Union meetings, our monthly
Coffee Mornings and other social events.

Open the Book rehearsals take place in the

hall, and it is a very popular venue for
children’s birthday parties. Messy Church
activities and the meal also take place in the
hall.




The Vicarage

The vicarage is a spacious, 4/5-bedroom
detached house in a popular development close
to Consett town centre.

There are 4 bedrooms upstairs with one
downstairs that would work well as an
office/reception room.

The property has 2 bathrooms, a downstairs
toilet, a garden, and conservatory.

Full details of the property can be found here:
https://www.onthemarket.com/details/14458083/



https://www.onthemarket.com/details/14458083/

Asscts and People

The PCC recognise the importance of paying
our parish share, and we have paid it in full
over the last few years. In 2025 we paid Income 2024 £182 526
£47,203. Our accounts for 2025 are currently :
being audited and so have included our
figures from 2024 for illustrative purposes. :
. Expenditure
The congregation are on the whole generous, 2024 £1OO : 686
but we are having to dig into our reserves to
maintain the day-to-day running costs of the
church. We are faced with major expenditure
for building repairs and cannot sustain a
sinking fund long-term. However, we received
a generous legacy last year and have been
able to set aside £80,000 towards the cost of
building repairs.

We are fortunate to have a mobile phone mast
. in the church tower, and this provides valuable
g;]rgsgfrlg(t)ezti) £59 ’ 383 and regular income for the church. Our regular
fund-raising activities are an important source
of income and our monthly Coffee Mornings
are very well supported

Restricted (end £132,563

of 2024)

There are 82 people on our electoral roll. Our regular congregation is predominantly an ageing one.
We have a reputation for being a very welcoming church and newcomers are encouraged to stay
after the service for coffee and a chat.

PCC members work well together as a team. There is an experienced Church Warden and a long
serving Treasurer. A new PCC Secretary was appointed in 2024. There are two Deanery Synod
representatives, one of whom is the Deanery Synod Secretary.

There are a number of committed volunteers who do the church cleaning, arrange flowers, serve
refreshments after the services, and who help at our monthly Coffee Mornings.




About Our Parish

Surrounded by beautiful countryside, Consett
is located in the north-west of County Durham.
Proud of its steelmaking heritage, the town
has gone through a period of regeneration
since the closure of the steel works 45 years
ago. Within easy commuting distance of
Durham and Newcastle, the new estates
which have sprung up around the town have
provided housing for city workers and families
who enjoy the outdoor life.

The town is a popular place for cyclists and
walkers who can enjoy the 12-mile Derwent
Walk from Consett to Swalwell. This follows
the route of the Derwent Valley Railway which
once carried iron ore and passengers from
Consett Iron Company to Newcastle and
offers some lovely scenery on the way. The
Derwent Reservoir is nearby, with spectacular
views and walks suitable for all abilities.

The growing population of around 17,000, is
served by a retail park at the edge of town and
several new supermarkets have been built in
recent years. There is also a Leisure Centre
which includes a swimming pool.

The town is well served by a good public
transport system with buses being available to
most of the local towns and villages. The nearest
rail transport is from either Durham or Newcastle.

The town has two Local Authority infant and junior
schools, plus a Roman Catholic infant and junior
school. In 2015 the new purpose-built Consett
Academy opened, and the Roman Catholic
Senior School is located about 5 miles away in
Lanchester. Derwentside Further Education
College is situated near to the Church and the
retail park.

The town is well supplied with medical centres
and dental practices. The nearest hospital with
full Accident and Emergency facilities is the
University Hospital of North Durham, although
other major hospitals are located within 20 miles.
The nearby Shotley Bridge Community Hospital
provides urgent care as well as a range of clinics.
Plans have recently been announced to relocate
this local hospital to Consett itself, on a site near
to one of the new housing estates.

While one of the fastest expanding local
economies in the area, there are still some
experiencing income and employment deprivation
which also impacts heavily on some children.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Industrial_relic,_Consett_-_geograph.org.uk_-_3944185.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Consett_-_Terris_Novalis_sculpture_-_geograph.org.uk_-_6010680.jpg

The Fature

Our vision is to grow in numbers and in faith in
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are
excited to:

e Further develop our links with the wider
community and develop opportunities to open
up the church for more community events, as
well as taking the church out into the town.

e Continue to support and grow members of the
congregation who lead and participate in our
worship and encourage new lay ministries.

e Engage fully with the Deanery, looking to new
opportunities with the development of the
Derwent Valley Team Ministry

e Further develop our pastoral care within the
community and explore ways of providing
bereavement support.

e Strengthen our links with local schools and
encourage them to visit and to hold services
in the church.

e Grow as Christians through Bible study,
prayer groups and reflection on mission.

e Engage with people of all ages, particularly
children, teenagers and young adults,
developing realistic opportunities to
encourage new worshipping Christians.

e Create a Community Garden in the land
between the church and the church hall. The
PCC came up with this idea some time ago,
and would love this dream to become a reality
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Person Specilication

A priest of deep faith and prayerfulness.

An accomplished preacher and teacher who can nurture our congregation and lead us in
spiritual growth.

Mission focused, seeking to develop new and innovative ways to be Church in the future
as our identity changes and grows.

Respectful of our current traditions and patterns of worship, while also being willing to
explore new patterns of worship to help us to engage with children, teenagers and

young adults and create opportunities to enable us to ‘grow younger’.

A good communicator and listener who will develop and encourage the gifts of others,
and who will encourage and develop lay ministry within the Parish.

Outgoing and able to engage with all sectors of the local community.
Committed to pastoral care in the Parish.

Willing to engage in our church and social activities and be proactive in our efforts to
raise funding for major repairs and developments.

Able to help us to grow and develop our links with local schools and youth organisations.

Sincere, discreet, approachable and enthusiastic.

Capable of leading us into the next phase of our spiritual lives with imagination, vision
and humour.




Do vou feel
called to join
us on our

journey?
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Dctails

To enquire about this post please contact

The Ven. Libby Wilkinson

Archdeacon of Durham

archdeacon.of.durham@durham.anglican.org

0 https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchConsett

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13515/

9 Christ Church, Church Street, Consett DH8 5QE

This Parish Profile was created with the assistance of the
Durham Diocese Growing Mission Team Page 16
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