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THE DIOCESE OF DURHAM
ARCHDEACONS’ VISITATIONS 2025
The Visitations of
The Venerable Rick Simpson, Archdeacon of Auckland 

The Venerable Libby Wilkinson, Archdeacon of Durham
(with Archdeacon Libby & Archdeacon Rick covering the Archdeaconry of Sunderland)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Those elected to be churchwardens for 2025-2026 are hereby invited to attend one of the Visitations where they will make the public declaration required of them before taking up office, and then be admitted to office as Churchwarden by the Archdeacon. Please state on your Declaration form, which Visitation evening you will be attending – you may attend any in the Diocese.

It is a requirement that churchwardens shall make both an oral declaration at the service and a written one faithfully to discharge the duties of office.  It is important, therefore, to return the enclosed declaration before the Visitation.   It is also required that every elected churchwarden shall be formally admitted before the end of August. He or she cannot take up office before admission (though he/she can sit on the PCC).

Members of the clergy and other supporters are welcome to attend, although please bear in mind places are limited.
When you get to the venue:

· Please register your arrival.

· Please check to see that your written declaration has been received, as you cannot be sworn-in until this has been received.
ITEMS TO RETURN BEFORE THE VISITATION   (by 31st May 2025)
· The Chair of the Annual Parochial Meeting should have completed the Election of Churchwardens’ Certificate and returned it to the relevant Archdeacon’s Office.
· Each Churchwarden elected for 2025-2026 should have signed a declaration form and returned it to the relevant Archdeacon’s Office.

· APCM Reports and Accounts, together with Reports of Parish Finances (RPFs), should be emailed to: parish.returns@durham.anglican.org or posted to the Diocesan Office for attention of the Finance Department.

Venues and dates are listed overleaf………
VENUES, DATES AND TIMES OF VISITATIONS FOR EACH ARCHDEACONRY
ARCHDEACONRY OF AUCKLAND

Registration and tea or coffee will be from 6.30pm, and the Visitation and swearing in of churchwardens will start at 7.15pm.
Tuesday 10th June 2025 – Sedgefield St Edmunds
Cross Hill, Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees, TS21 3AT
Thursday 26th June 2025 – Blackwell All Saints
Ravensdale Road, Blackwell, Darlington, DL3 8DT  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ARCHDEACONRY OF DURHAM

Registration and tea or coffee will be from 6.30pm, and the Visitation and swearing in of churchwardens will start at 7.15pm.
Thursday 19th June 2025 – Stanley St Andrew
Church Bank, Stanley, DH9 0DU
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ARCHDEACONRY OF SUNDERLAND

Registration and tea or coffee will be from 6.30pm, and the Visitation and swearing in of churchwardens will start at 7.15pm
Wednesday 11th June 2025 – Burnmoor St Barnabas
Situated on the A183 (Sunderland to Chester-le-Street Junction) with Rose Crescent,DH4 6ED.

(Chester-le-Street and Houghton Deanery – to be led by Archdeacon Libby)
Thursday 12th June 2025 – Whickham St Mary the Virgin
Church Green, Whickham, NE16 4SJ

(Gateshead and Gateshead West Deaneries – to be led by Archdeacon Libby)

Tuesday 17th June 2025 – Sunderland St Chad

Between Charter Drive & A690 Durham Road, Farringdon East, Herrington, Sunderland, SR3 3PG
(Jarrow, Wearmouth and Easington Deaneries – to be led by Archdeacon Rick)
___________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW CHURCHWARDENS TRAINING WILL BE HELD ON:
Monday 7th July 2025 at 1:30pm

(Room Hild) Cuthbert House, Stonebridge, DURHAM, DH1 3RY

Tuesday 8th July 2025 :  6:30pm Registration with a 7:00pm Start
VIA ZOOM – link to be sent out nearer the time.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please let your Archdeacon’s PA know which event you will be attending.  There’s a space on the Declaration Form for this.
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