Diocese of Durham
Role description signed off by: Archdeacon of Durham

Date: 15 Nov  2024

To be reviewed 6 months after commencement of the appointment, and (if necessary) at Ministerial Development Review, alongside the setting of objectives.
1. Details of Post

Role Title:

Vicar 



 

Name of benefice: 
Burnopfield and Dipton with Harelaw and Annfield Plain


Deanery:

Lanchester



Archdeaconry:

Durham



Initial point of contact on terms of service: 
Diocesan Secretary
2. Role Purpose
The vision of the Diocese is 'Blessing our communities in Jesus' name for the transformation of us all'. Within this, and as part of our Diocesan Transformation Programme, the four core priorities are to: 

· Energise Growth

· Engage with Children, Youth and Young Adults

· Challenge Poverty and 

· Care for God’s Creation.

· To share with the Bishop both in the cure of souls and in Blessing our Communities in line with current priorities established by the Bishop (Growth, Poverty and Children and Young People). 

· To be the Parish Priest to these parishes, having regard to the calling and responsibilities of the clergy as described in the Canons, the Ordinal, the Code of Professional Conduct for the Clergy and other relevant legislation.

· To work with the PCCs towards the growth and development of the local church so that it is sustainable, and effective in mission.
· To ensure that a high standard of worship, preaching, pastoral care and nurture is provided so that people are more able to live as disciples of Christ.
· To develop the ministry of the laity, through training, delegation and support, so that they take more responsibility for the mission and ministry of the parish. 

· To collaborate within the deanery in mission and ministry and, through the deanery plan, in such shaping of ministry as resources and opportunities may require.

· To be proactive and persistent in seeking the fullest degree of ecumenical cooperation wherever possible.
· To develop the relationships and expectations within the parishes in the new benefice.

· To help the congregations share their Christian faith, nurture discipleship and help new people come to faith, so that the churches grow in discipleship, reach and numbers. 

· To nurture links with schools and groups involving young people, especially at Burnopfield, so that the churches grow, and grow younger.
· To develop a vision for the future development of the parishes. 

· To respect traditional forms of worship and prayer but be prepared to explore new ways and styles of worship .  

· To engage with Churches Together and take an active role in the life of the villages communities.  

· To raise awareness of wider social issues and make their teaching relevant to the needs of today’s world. 

· To attract more young people and their families into the fellowship and worship of the churches. 

· Consolidate and maintain the well-established links with the Primary Schools and develop a closer working relationship with all schools. 

3. Key contacts

· The Churchwardens and members of the PCC

· Other local clergy (including retired) and lay leaders

· Clergy of the Deanery, the Area Dean and Archdeacon of Durham
· Local MP and councillors
· Head Teachers of local schools

· Ecumenical colleagues
4. Role context and any other relevant information

These two parishes are brought together under one priest as a result of pastoral reorganisation of the whole deanery. Although this is a new arrangement, the parishes are very positive about working together. 

Burnopfield and Dipton have a total population of approx. 7,920.

Burnopfield is primarily residential with one nursery and primary school.                                             Dipton is also primarily residential, with one nursery and primary school.

Within Burnopfield there is also a Methodist Church and a Gospel Fellowship.
Neither the church building (St James Burnopfield) nor the church hall is listed.
Harelaw and Annfield Plain have a population of approx.. 8,000

They are former pit villages which as now mainly residential, with some light industry. 

St Thomas Harelaw church building is not listed. 

