Clergy Role Description

Diocese of Durham

Role description signed off by: Archdeacon of Sunderland 	Date: June 2026
To be reviewed 6 months after commencement of the appointment, and at Ministerial Development
Review, alongside the setting of objectives.

• Details of Post

Role Title: 					Incumbent
Name of benefice: 				St Cuthbert, Peterlee
Deanery: 					Easington
Archdeaconry: 					Sunderland
Initial point of contact on terms of service: 	Diocesan Secretary
	

1. Role Purpose

The vision of the Diocese is 'Blessing our communities in Jesus' name for the transformation of us all'. Within this the four core priorities are to: 
· Energise Growth
· Engage with Children, Youth and Young People, 
· Challenge Poverty and 
· Care for God’s Creation.
These are outlined and expressed in the Diocesan Mission Strategy, 'Renewing Pilgrimage'.

General

· To share with the Bishop in the cure of souls in these parishes, in line with the Diocesan Vision, Priorities and Plan described above. 

· To be Incumbent of this parish, having regard to the calling and responsibilities of the clergy of the Church of England as described in the Ordinal, the Canons, national safeguarding policies, and all other relevant legislation, and in accordance with the Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of the Clergy 2015. Specifically, the Incumbent must give due regard to safeguarding policy and practice. 

· To work with the PCC towards the development of the church (both the people and their building) so that the church is sustainable and effective in mission.

· To ensure that a high standard of worship, preaching and pastoral care is provided so that people are enabled to live as disciples of Christ.

· To nurture, discipleship and develop the ministry of all God's people, through training, cooperation, delegation, support and example, so that they take more responsibility for the mission and ministry of the parishes; to seek to identify potential future leaders and ministers.  

· To encourage all church members to participate in generous giving for the mutual support of one another across the diocese, and the wider Church of England.

· To collaborate within the deanery in mission and ministry and through the Deanery Plan, participate in the shaping of ministry as resources and opportunities may require. (See further under “Role Context” below.)

· To be proactive and persistent in seeking the fullest degree of ecumenical cooperation wherever possible.

Specific

· To help develop the church draw from different expressions of worship and spirituality
· To encourage and support lay ministry, helping people recognise and develop their gifts in the service of the church and the wider community
· To develop fresh outreach ideas that meet Peterlee’s needs
· To develop missional opportunities arising from Occasional Offices and encounters
· To develop discipleship through teaching and study
· To explore the potential for developing youth chaplaincy in the parish, exploiting the opportunities afforded by the presence of secondary schools, sixth form provision and of East Durham College in the parish, which also serves other parishes in the Deanery of Easington and beyond 
· To strive to place St Cuthbert’s at the centre of civic and community life  
2. Key Contacts

· Churchwardens and members of the PCC.
· Uniformed Organisations
· Headteachers and governors of other local schools
· East Durham College
· Clergy of the deanery, Area Dean of Easington and Archdeacon of Sunderland.
· Ecumenical colleagues.
· Local elected members and community leaders.
3. Role Context

Peterlee was built as part of the New Town’s Act of 1946, to provide modern housing for miners, with the first houses being built in the early 1950s. In those early days, the Anglican, Methodist and Roman Catholic churches gathered in a wooden community hut and the church is blessed to still have amongst them, people who remember the foundation stone of our church being laid.  It has a long history of community care and support, seeking to develop a welcome for all people and traditions.  

Peterlee is a garden town, with plenty of green spaces to nourish the soul and has on its southern perimeter Castle Eden Dene National Nature Reserve. We are also close to the East Durham Heritage Coast and the exceptional road, bus and rail links, make accessing the beauty of God’s creation across our region really easy. Although built as a New Town, it is set in a beautiful part of the North East with surrounding countryside and coast to enhance living and serving in this area.

There is the Lubetkin Theatre within East Durham College, which offers a wide range of productions throughout the year. This is in addition to the great number of theatres, music venues and further cultural opportunities available in local towns and cities, offering a wide cross section of genres for the whole family to enjoy. 

The parish has a population of 20,643 and an IMD ranking of 465 (with 1 being the most deprived and 12,154 being the least) so is in the most deprived parishes in the country. Nevertheless, St Cuthbert’s is a parish with a heart for its people and mission to them.  

Abstract architecture and history have a key role to play in the town. It is known for unique 20th-century landmarks like the modernist Apollo Pavilion, which was designed by artist Victor Pasmore and serves as an eccentric, sculptural monument to the 1950s/1960s space race. It boasts Castle Eden Dene National Nature Reserve, which is one of the most beautiful natural sites in County Durham, this sprawling, 500+ acre reserve is the largest area of semi-natural woodland in the North East. It is an incredible spot for peaceful walking, birdwatching, and enjoying ancient trees and the Castle Eden Dene Visitor Centre is also located within the parish.   

Peterlee’s central location is perfect for commuting; situated perfectly on the A19, the town sits within easy reach of beautiful coastlines, neighbouring towns, cities and rail and air links. Specifically, there is a train station within walking distance of the church and located in the adjacent parish of Horden and the train station at Seaham also offers direct rail travel to London. Dalton Park Retail Centre is readily accessible by car or from Peterlee Bus Station; as are many other retail centres in the region. The parish is well served by the provision of Infant, Primary, Secondary Schools and East Durham College, GP Surgeries, Peterlee Community Hospital, Nursing and Care Homes and Fitness Centres.  

There is a congregation of around 35 - 45 people with a strong eucharistic tradition and they are open to exploring new ways of worshipping together and they strive to be inclusive of all people and traditions.

This is an exciting time to be joining St Cuthbert’s Peterlee. The church is hopeful that this is the beginning of a new chapter in their life together, with a priest to lead them deeper in spirituality and discipleship, as well as in service to their community. 

St Cuthbert’s are praying for an Incumbent who can help them be a sustainable presence with a deeper spiritual life, that makes Peterlee a better place for having St Cuthbert’s in it, for generations to come.

4. Person Specification:

· A hands-on leader of the day-to-day life of the church
· An enabler who equips and supports leaders in the church
· A wise discerner who will keep what is good and inspire us in developing new initiatives
· A loving and caring pastor, supportive of the life of our parishioners
· An enthusiastic, missionally minded priest ready to respond to the challenge of reaching out to the whole parish
· Excellent at building rapport with a wide range of age groups
· An enabler and encourager of lay ministries
· Have a demonstrable commitment to work with children, young people and their families both in local schools and in church.
· Be a priest whose ministry is rooted in and shaped by the Gospel’s inclusive message of love for all. 
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